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PART 1: 
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION, COURSE DESCRIPTION 

AND TEACHING METHODS 
 

1.1 General information 
The course of English at the School of Government and International Affairs at MGIMO (U) 

(760 contact hours1, 6 hours per week over 8 4-month terms, 46 ECTS credits allocated 2) is 
compulsory and teaches students the communicative skills necessary for their future professional 
work (in the field of specialization): 

• Communicating (maintaining professional contacts) with foreign colleagues (speaking and 
writing skills); 

• Analysis of information on the basis of various information sources in English (the mass 
media, specialized and reference literature); 

• Public speaking and debating (on professionally relevant topics). 
 
At the end of the 2nd, 3rd, 5th and 7th terms students take a credit test, at the end of the 1st, 4th, 6th 

and 8th terms – an exam, and at the end of the 8th term – students are required to take an exam 
qualifying them for the Bachelor of Arts degree. The qualification is awarded by the State 
Examination Board of the University. Exams and credit tests include writing, speaking and 
listening tests and papers, as well as oral (viva voce) exams. 

 
• Name of instructor(s) and office hours: 

Natalia Tsvetkova, PhD 
Associate Professor, Department of English #1 
Office hours: Monday-Friday 9 AM-4PM, office 2122 
E-mail: nacvetkova@yandex.ru 
 

1.2 Course aims and learning outcomes 
The present program is based on the competence and module approaches and deems as its general 
goal conferring a bachelor’s degree to those specialists in Government and International Affairs 
whose personality and competences align with the cultural awareness, proficiency and vocational 
discipline outcomes listed below.  
The primary practical objective of the course is to develop the foreign language communicative 
competence2 to have a good command of English in vocational activities in the international arena 
as well as in cognitive activities and interpersonal communication. To attain the objective in the 
School of Government and International Affairs, students should be able and willing: 

• to dialogue in English, debate, publicly address political, vocational and socio-cultural 
issues in full observance of the rules of spoken interaction; 

• to receive and analyze (depending on the objectives set) various information from English-
speaking printed, audio-visual and audio sources in the vocational and political spheres of 
communication; 

• to provide line bilingual interpretation of texts of medium-level difficulty on political and 
vocational topics;  

• to annotate and abstract English-speaking  printed and audio materials on political and 
vocational topics. 
Acquiring the communicative competence goes in line with other competences (see Section 

“Learning outcomes”). Those competences that are most naturally instilled in the course of English 

                                                 
1 1 academic hour is 40 minutes 
2 Terms 1-7: 6 ECTS credits per term; term 8: 4 ECTS credits  
3 It comprises such specific competences as language, spoken and socio-cultural ones 
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learning and thus can be taken as the pedagogic, educational and evolutive goals of learning English 
under this program are typed in italics. 
 

Upon completing this course, students should attain the level of effective operational 
proficiency (C 1) of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. 
 
Learning outcomes: 
By the end of this course students are expected to display the following competences. 

  
General cultural competences 
Students should: 

• be able to engage in systemic thinking, to make generalizations, to perform analysis, to 
process information, to establish goals and choose strategies to pursue them, to identify 
international political and diplomatic dimensions of issues; 

• be able to speak and write in a logical, well-reasoned and clear manner; 
• be ready to cooperate with colleagues and work in a team; 
• be able to come up with executive solutions in unconventional situations and bear 

responsibility therefor; 
• aspire to self-development and seek to enhance their qualifications and mastery; 
• be able to critically assess their merits and demerits, identify ways and select techniques 

to develop the former and eliminate the latter; 
• be able to realize the social value of their future profession and maintain strong 

motivation to participate therein; 
• be able to analyze issues and processes of social importance; 
• be able to understand the essence and importance of information in developing modern 

information society, to appreciate the threats and dangers inherent in this process and to 
comply with information security regulations, including those related to state secret 
protection;  

• master the main methods, ways and means of receiving, storing, processing information 
as well as  PC skills as a way of managing information; 

• be able to handle information in global computer networks; 
• be able to understand  the driving  forces and patterns in the course of history, the impact 

of violence and non-violence, man’s role in history, political organization of society; 
• realize the role  of humanistic values for preserving the modern civilization; 
• be able to take moral responsibilities  for environment, society, other people and 

oneself; 
• be aware of and understand the civil foundations of one’s future profession; 
• be motivated to solve practical tasks, finding unconventional interpretations of 

international information; 
• master politically correct corporate culture of international communication (formal and 

informal), searching for compromises through negotiation; 
• be willing to improve society on the principles of humanism, freedom and democracy; 
• be able to adjust to working in multi-ethnic  and international groups; 
• master business communication skills in international  environment, be able to take 

advantage of local business cultures; 
• aspire to continuous self-learning and development; 
• concern for results quality; 
• be determined to think creatively, initiating positive changes; 
• master ethics of interpersonal relations and emotional self-regulation; 
• be willing to take responsibility and demonstrate leader’s qualities. 
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Professional competences  
Students should: 

• be ready to employ in practice knowledge of legal aspects in the work of a specialist  in 
Government and International Affairs in the spheres of government structures, business, the 
third sector; 

• have computer skills at the user level for solving professional tasks;  
• be ready  to conduct a dialogue, correspondence, negotiations in English within the 

framework of assignments; 
• master techniques of establishing professional contacts and development of  professional 

communication, including that in foreign languages; 
• be able to write diplomatic documents, draft agreements, contracts, programs of events; 
• be able to carry out assignments of superiors within the framework of professional duties,  

employing  knowledge and skills he/she acquired; 
• have skills in improving effectiveness of one’s work under the guidance of an experienced 

specialist  on the basis of accumulated expertise; 
• be able  to discern a promising innovation or field of activity at the place of employment  

and engage in the implementation of the project under the supervision/guidance of an 
expert/ a skilled professional; 

• have an aptitude to be employed as a project ordinary  performer/executor; 
• have an aptitude to execute organizational and technical functions and render assistance to 

ensure effective teamwork under the supervision/guidance of an expert /a skilled 
professional; 

• be able to work with  mass media data, to make press reviews on  specified topics, to find, 
collect and summarize data and to make well-grounded conclusions; 

• have experience in addressing an audience of native-speakers and non-native speakers. 
 
 
    Professional and disciplinary competences 

Students should: 
• understand  fundamental current trends in global politics and comprehensive political 

developments; 
• know the patterns of global development and evolution of the global architecture of 

international relations and the  historical, economic and legal factors underlying them; 
• understand global economic, ecological, demographic and migrational trends, 

comprehending  patterns of interdependence of global environment, world economy and 
politics; 

• understand theory and political aspects of human rights issues in international relations and 
global human rights defense practice; 

• understand the basics of international conflict settlement using hard power as well as soft 
power (namely: diplomatic, political, physiological, social and economic measures); 

• know and understand basic international relations theories; 

• know and understand major powers foreign policy trends, specifics of their diplomacy and 
relations; 

• understand political and legal specifics of particular foreign regions in their international 
relations as well capabilities and limits of transborder and other regional  interstate ties 

• understand mechanisms of multilateral and integration diplomacy 

• have basic knowledge and sound skills of practicing diplomatic protocol and etiquette 
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To perform their professional activities students of School of Government and International Affairs 
are expected to possess the following specific competences and skills as far as a foreign language is 
concerned: 

 
Speaking and Listening 

Dialogue  
By the end of this course students should be able to express themselves fluently without any word 
finding difficulties. The speech of a student is expected to be lexically diverse and accurate with 
due regard to the specifics of professional and every-day communication. Students are expected to 
speak coherently and express their opinion as well as maintain any conversation including a 
telephone one. They are to apply the language skills they have acquired to conduct business and 
diplomatic negotiations and maintain conversation with due regard to culture-specific features of 
the counterpart.  
 
Monologue  
Students are expected to be able to dwell upon complex topics, develop specific ideas and draw 
conclusions. They are to apply the language skills they have acquired to make public speeches on 
professional topics and to expand on the statements made and arrive at logical conclusions. Students 
are required to be able to use the learned language material when speaking in public on professional 
topics. 
 
Listening 
A graduate must understand extensive audio passages even if they do not have an explicit logical 
structure or sufficiently express semantic links. He/she must almost perfectly understand all TV 
programs and feature films. 
 

Reading and Writing 
 
Reading: a BA graduate must comprehend long and complicated literary and non-literary texts, 
peculiarities of their style. He/she must understand special subject articles and lengthy technical 
instructions, even if they do not relate to his/her sphere of activities, be able to read and understand 
the literature on issues of his/her profession. 
 
Writing: a graduate must be able to express clearly and logically his/her views in writing and 
present them in detail, be able to cover complex issues in detail in his/her letters, essays, reports, 
with an emphasis on what he/she deems most important, and use a language style appropriate to the 
intended addressee. He/she must be able to write formal and informal letters, draft documents, 
instructions, write e-mail messages and cables in English, draw up plans, memorandums, resume, 
fill in questionnaires and declarations. 
 

Skills in gathering and analyzing information 
 
A graduate is required to be able to comprehend and retrieve factual information from the press, 
radio and television programs, and from the Internet. He/she must be able to analyze professionally 
the information in English from oral and written sources. 

 
1.3 Course requirements and grading plan 
 
Course requirements 

Students will be required to attend not less than 90% of classes and be prepared for class 
discussions. Conscientious reading of the assigned materials is compulsory. Students will also be 
required to do their homework and all the assignments to meaningfully participate in class. 
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Grading plan 

• Class participation – 20 % 
Students are expected to attend all the seminars (class meetings) and participate in class 
discussions; it is essential that students come to class prepared, which means that they have 
done their homework and all the assignments to meaningfully participate in class. 

• In-class tests – 20 % 
Students will write four tests during the semester. Dates of test classes are defined by the 
instructor and communicated to the students at the first class of the respective course. 

• Essay/Summary/Survey – 20 % 
During the course each student is expected to write a number of essays, summaries and 
survey reports. Dates of all written papers are defined by the instructor and communicated to 
the students at the first class of the respective course. 

• In-class issue presentation/ Project Work – 20 % 
Such a presentation or project work (up to 15 minutes) is performed by each student at least 
once in the term. The presentation / Project Work will be based on one of the current topics.  

• Written/oral exam – 20 % (in class, 120 minutes). 
 
 

PART 2. COURSE CONTENT 
 

2.1. Course content 
 

Term 1 (17 weeks, 6 ECTS credits allocated): 
Module “Language Practice -1” (2 ECTS credits) 
Module “Reading and Writing-1” (2 ECTS credits) 
Module “Grammar-1” (2 ECTS credits) 
 
Term 2 (16 weeks, 6 ECTS credits allocated): 
Module “Language Practice -2” (2 ECTS credits) 
Module “Reading and Writing-2” (2 ECTS credits) 
Module “Grammar-2” (2 ECTS credits) 
 
Term 3 (17 weeks, 6 ECTS credits allocated): 
Module “Language Practice -3” (2 ECTS credits) 
Module “Reading and Writing-3” (2 ECTS credits) 
Module “Grammar-3” (2 ECTS credits) 
 
Term 4 (16 weeks, 6 ECTS credits allocated): 
Module “Language Practice -4” (2 ECTS credits) 
Module “Reading and Writing-4” (2 ECTS credits) 
Module “Grammar-4” (2 ECTS credits) 
 
Term 5 (17 weeks, 6 ECTS credits allocated): 
Module “Language Practice -5” (2 ECTS credits) 
Module “Reading and Writing-5” (2 ECTS credits) 
Module “Language for Specific Purposes-5” (2 ECTS credits) 
 
Term 6 (16 weeks, 6 ECTS credits allocated): 
Module “Language Practice -6” (2 ECTS credits) 
Module “Reading and Writing-6” (2 ECTS credits) 
Module “Language for Specific Purposes-6” (2 ECTS credits) 
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Term 7 (17 weeks, 6 ECTS credits allocated): 
Module “Language Practice -7” (2 ECTS credits) 
Module “Reading and Writing-7” (2 ECTS credits) 
Module “Language for Specific Purposes-7” (2 ECTS credits) 
 
Term 8 (10 weeks, 4 ECTS credits allocated): 
Module “Language Practice -8” (2 ECTS credits) 
Module “Language for Specific Purposes-8” (2 ECTS credits) 
 
 
2.2 Final test & exam timing 

• Fall semester tests – last week of December; exams January 10-25 
• Spring semester tests – last week of May; exams June 1-25 

 
 

PART 3. FINAL REMARKS 
 

• Academic honesty. Plagiarism is considered as a severe violation and as an indication of 
incompetence in the course. Plagiarism is understood as making of one’s text using 
compilation method for other people’s publications, even connected with own phrases and 
sentences. Collective performance of individual tasks is also unacceptable. For proved 
plagiarism an F-mark is given regardless of the fulfillment of all other requirements. 

• Submission procedures. Assignments are to be handed in on the due date. Late submissions 
will translate into the lowering of the grade by 1/3 of a grade for each day of delay.  

• Students are asked to keep a copy of all work submitted for evaluation. 
• Attendance. Students’ attendance of each class meeting and active participation are required.  

Students must be present for the FULL class period and make a meaningful contribution to 
the class for that day.  If a student misses a full class or part of a class, he/she is still 
responsible for the classwork, homework, and other assignments.  Students who stop 
coming to class will find their monthly and FINAL grades negatively affected. If students 
are LATE for or MISS 11- 15% of classes their FINAL grade will be reduced by 5%; if they 
are late for or miss 16-25% of classes - by 10%; if they are late for or miss more than 26 - by 
20% off their final rating.  These rules do not apply to properly documented serious reasons 
for being late for/away from classes. 

• Conference.  Your instructor will be glad to discuss your progress or any other question you 
may have outside of class time.  If you have a suggestion for improving the learning 
environment in our classroom, please let him/her know. 

 
PART 4. RECOMMENDED READING LIST 

 
CONSOLIDATED LIST OF TEXTBOOKS 

All the textbooks are in English 
1st year 
Core textbooks: 

Кубьяс Л.Н., Кудачкина И.В. Английский язык для международников = English for 
International Relations: учебник для вузов. В 2 ч. - М.: МГИМО-Университет, 2011. (Part I: 
Lessons 1-4). 
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Ястребова Е.Б. Английский язык. Совершенствуем умение писать по-английски за 22 урока 
= English. 22 steps to effective writing. В 2 кн. Кн. 1: Базовый курс. Уровни А2-В1. - М.: 
МГИМО-Университет, 2013. 

Ястребова Е.Б., Владыкина Л.Г., Ермакова М.В. Курс английского языка для студентов 
языковых вузов = Coursebook for Upper Intermediate Students: учеб. пособие для вузов 
[электронный ресурс]. М.: МГИМО-Университет, 2013. Режим доступа: 
http://www.mgimo.ru/publications/ehd.phtml (Part I: Lessons 1-6, Grammar) 

2nd year 
Core textbooks: 

Кубьяс Л.Н., Кудачкина И.В. Английский язык для международников = English for 
International Relations: учебник для вузов. В 2 ч. - М.: МГИМО-Университет, 2011. (Parts I, II: 
Lessons 5-8). 

Ястребова Е.Б., Владыкина Л.Г., Ермакова М.В. Курс английского языка для студентов 
языковых вузов = Coursebook for Upper Intermediate Students: учеб. пособие для вузов 
[электронный ресурс]. М.: МГИМО-Университет, 2013. Режим доступа: 
http://www.mgimo.ru/publications/ehd.phtml (Part II: Lessons 7-12, Grammar) 

Ястребова Е.Б.    Английский язык. Совершенствуем умение писать по-английски за 22 
урока = English. 22 steps to effective writing : учеб. пособие для студентов вузов. В 2 кн. Кн. 2: 
Профессионально ориентированный курс. Уровни B1-B2. - М.: МГИМО-Университет, 2013. 

Родоман Н.В.    Английский язык. Изучаем язык международных документов. Устав ООН = 
English language. Studying the language of international documents: the Charter of the United 
Nations: пособие по политпереводу. - М.: МГИМО-Университет, 2012. 

3d year 
Core textbooks: 

Кубьяс Л.Н., Кудачкина И.В. Английский язык для международников = English for 
International Relations: учебник для вузов. В 2 ч. - М.: МГИМО-Университет, 2011. (Part II: 
Lessons 9-12). 

Ястребова Е.Б. Английский язык. Совершенствуем умение писать по-английски за 22 урока 
= English. 22 steps to effective writing : учеб. пособие для студентов вузов. В 2 кн. Кн. 2: 
Профессионально ориентированный курс. Уровни B1-B2. - М.: МГИМО-Университет, 2013. 

Осетрова Е.Е. , Суханова И.Д., Давлетшина Д.К. Английский язык. Актуальные проблемы 
международной безопасности = Challenges to International Security: учеб. пособие по 
переводу междунар. документов для студентов 3 курса факультета МО. - М.: МГИМО-
Университет, 2010 

4th year 
Core textbooks: 

Capel A., Sharp W. Objective Proficiency: self-study student's book. Cambridge: CUP, 2012 

Бобылева К.В. Учебные материалы для студентов IV курса:  

‘UK Student’s File 2013’ 

‘US Student’s File 2013’ 

‘EU Student’s File 2013’ 

‘Human Rights Student’s File 2013’ 

‘Climate Change Student’s File 2013’ 
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‘Demography Student’s File 2013’ 

 
CONSOLIDATED LIST OF SUPPLEMENTARY TEXTBOOKS 

1st year 
Курс английского языка для международников и регионоведов. В 2 ч.: уровень - 
бакалавриат, компетентностный подход: уровень В1: 1 год обучения. / Е.Б. Ястребова [и др.]. 
- М.: МГИМО-Университет, 2009. 

Vince Michael, Sunderland Peter Advanced Language Practice. English Grammar and 
Vocabulary. Macmillan, the latest edition. 

2nd year 
Осетрова Е.Е. Учебное пособие по общественно-политическому переводу. Выборы 
(Elections). - М.: МГИМО-Университет, 2007. 

3d year 
British and Russian newspapers and magazines: "Foreign Affairs", "US News and World Report", 
"Newsweek", "The Economist", The Guardian, The Daily Telegraph, The Observer, The Daily 
Mail, The Times, The Independent, The Wall Street Journal и др. 

4th year 
British and Russian newspapers and magazines: "Foreign Affairs", "US News and World Report", 
“Time”, "Newsweek", "The Economist", газеты “The Times", “The Guardian”, “The International  
Herald Tribune”,  “The Washington  Post”. Материалы МИД (веб сайт www.mid.ru). 

 




