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Dr. Anatoly Torkunov, Rector of Moscow State Institute for International Relations and 
Chairman of the United Nations Association of the Russian Federation, 
 
Distinguished faculty and students, 
 
It gives me great pleasure to convey greetings to you on the 70th anniversary of your 
esteemed university.  Congratulations on this milestone. 
 
I warmly recall my visit to your school four years ago, and I wish you all the best as you 
continue your long-standing traditions of academic excellence and global engagement.   
 
Your Model UN comes at a time of opportunity and risk for the human family.   
 
We are the first generation that can end extreme poverty.  
 
Yet people face the rising pressures of a warming climate, growing inequality and many 
forms of exploitation, from mines to fields to factory floors.  
 
And many millions of people are suffering the devastating impacts of crises in Syria, 
South Sudan and the Central African Republic.  We are also working towards a peaceful 
diplomatic solution to the situation related to Ukraine that is guided by the principles of 
the United Nations Charter.   
 
The United Nations works every day, around the clock, across the world.  We are feeding 
the hungry, fighting disease and pressing for a nuclear-weapon-free world.  We are 
strengthening peacekeeping, peacebuilding and preventive diplomacy as well as our tools 
for justice, accountability, human rights and freedom of the media. 
 
Our sights are also set on the key year of 2015, which is the deadline for achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals, reaching an agreement on climate change and adopting 
a bold vision for the period beyond 2015 that will advance economic growth, social 
progress and environmental stewardship.  
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These plans are ambitious. We need people to make them real.  That means you!  I count 
on you to use the negotiating skills you learn in this Model UN exercise.  I encourage you 
to join forces with like-minded individuals and groups to generate change and promote 
mutual tolerance, understanding and respect.  I also hope you will link to the United 
Nations through our Twitter and Facebook accounts. 
 
Technology has globalized communications. Now we have to globalize compassion and 
citizenship.  In a world that is more connected, we must be more united.  With our fates 
ever more entwined, our future must be one of ever deeper and wider cooperation.  That 
is the global logic of our times. 
 
I attach great importance to close ties between the United Nations and the Russian 
Federation.  I am pleased to note as well that MGIMO participates in the UN Academic 
Impact initiative, helping us to explore new ideas and to align institutions of higher 
education with the values and objectives of the United Nations. 
 
Thank you again for your engagement and support.  Please accept my best wishes for a 
memorable Model UN experience and a joyous anniversary celebration. 
 
 


